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Report Highlights: 

• British Columbia added 79,025 people to their population in 2019, a 1.6% increase from 
the previous year, the majority of which can be attributed to international migration.  

• While COVID-19 is affecting processing times and disrupting in-person components of the 
application process, there are currently no plans from the government to halt 
immigration to Canada. 

• However, non-essential visa applications are being suspended, with exemptions for 
international students and foreign workers in agriculture, medical, and food supply 
chains.   

• Admissions of permanent residents increased at roughly 12% YoY from 2017 to 2018, with 
continued growth into 2019, reaching an all-time high of 341,180 admissions. 

 
British Columbia Overview 
 

The population of British Columbia is estimated at 5,110,917, a total increase of 79,025 people through the period 

of January 1 to December 31, 2019. This is the largest increase in number of people in British Columbia since 1996 

and represents a 1.6% increase compared to the previous year.  

The majority of this growth is attributed to international migration, with a net gain of 64,441 international migrants. 

Net interprovincial migration contributed 9,551 persons during the same period, while natural increase added 

another 5,032 people.  

During the fourth quarter of 2019, total net migration from all 

sources (inter-provincial and international) totaled 4,817 

persons, up 20% from the same quarter in 2018. Most of the 

population growth in the fourth quarter was due to 

international immigration. Broken down, net international 

migration contributed 2,932 persons to population growth, 

with net interprovincial migration accounting for an additional 

1,885. Rounding out the fourth quarter growth was a natural 

increase (births minus deaths) of 524 persons. 
Source: BCStats Quarterly Population Highlights, #19-04 
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British Columbia, Annual Population Growth 2001-2020 

 

 

National Overview 
 

During the fourth quarter of 2019, the population of Canada grew by an estimated 97,303 persons to 37,894,799. 

Overall, Canada’s population increased by a total of 582,895 persons through 2019, one of the highest rates ever 

recorded by Statistics Canada. Most of that growth can be attributed to international migration, with Canada 

welcoming 341,180 international migrants, only the fifth time in its history that it has welcomed more than 

300,000 immigrants in one year. Stats Canada is estimating that Canada’s population could nearly double by the 

year 2068, with much of that growth the result of continued immigration.  

 

Effects of COVID-19 on Immigration Policies 
 

With international and domestic air travel down significantly and the Canada-US border closed for the foreseeable 

future, it remains to be seen how COVID-19 might impact population change patterns through 2020 and beyond. 

However, unlike our American counterparts, the Canadian government does not intend to suspend immigration to 

Canada. In fact, on March 12, 2020, the Honourable Marco Mendicino, Minister of Immigration, Refugees and 

Citizenship released a new immigration plan that proposes to build on the previous plan and continue to responsibly 

grow the number of permanent residents admitted to Canada each year, from 341,000 in 2020 to 351,000 in 2021 

and 361,000 in 2022. A spokesperson for Mendicino indicated that the department is continuing to accept and 

process applications. 
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The Trudeau government is, however, suspending the processing of “non-essential visitor visa applications.” 

According to Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) only visa requests that specifically focus on 

essential services are currently being processed, particularly in the medical and food supply chains. For the moment, 

Canada’s borders are closed to most non-residents, with some exemptions, including: immediate family members 

of Canadian citizens and permanent residents, diplomats, air crews, foreign nationals, foreign temporary workers, 

and permanent residents and international students with permits approved before March 18.  

While there are currently no plans to adjust the immigration targets outlined in Mendicino’s 2020-2022 immigration 

plan, levels may adjust themselves naturally as longer processing times are currently delaying application timelines.  

 
Admissions of Permanent Residents 
(Province/Territory and CMA of Intended Destination) 

 

Admissions of permanent residents increased at roughly 12% YoY from 2017 to 2018. Growth continued into 2019 

albeit at a slower pace but reaching an all-time high of 341,180 admissions. Ontario showed the highest intake of 

permanent residents during 2019 at 153,395, which accounted for roughly 45% of total admissions. British 

Columbia held the second highest intake number at 50,235, which accounted for roughly 15% of total admissions. 

Annualized numbers for 2020 show moderate annual decreases across all provinces, with smaller reductions in the 

territories. Comparing annualized numbers between provinces, BC shows the smallest reduction at 9%. The second 

lowest decline is found in Ontario at 16%, while the average decline across provinces is 23%.  

 

 

Annual Summary 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Q1 2020 2020 Annualized
Newfoundland and Labrador 1,125 1,190 1,170 1,530 1,850 365 1460
Prince Edward Island 1,190 2,315 2,350 2,135 2,445 495 1980
Nova Scotia 3,405 5,485 4,515 5,965 7,580 1,185 4,740
New Brunswick 2,580 4,675 3,650 4,610 6,000 1,085 4,340
Quebec 48,975 53,240 52,405 51,125 40,565 7,955 31,820
Ontario 103,620 110,035 111,950 137,440 153,395 32,305 129,220
Manitoba 14,900 16,820 14,705 15,225 18,910 3,085 12,340
Saskatchewan 12,520 14,855 14,685 15,510 15,855 3,015 12,060
Alberta 47,205 49,200 42,100 42,025 43,690 8,725 34,900
British Columbia 35,735 38,075 38,445 44,870 50,235 11,425 45,700
Yukon 265 210 225 305 400 90 360
Northwest Territories 210 185 240 280 195 50 200
Nunavut 35 35 40 30 40 10 40
Not Stated 80 55 40 10 15 0 0
Total 271,835 296,370 286,510 321,055 341,180 69,785 279,160
Percentage Change 9.03% -3.33% 12.06% 6.27% -18.18%
IRCC, March 31, 2020
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Q1 2020 admissions for the country showed a slight increase YoY at 5.8%. The total admissions for Q1 2020 

countrywide were 69,785.   

 

 

 

Looking to BC, the major centres continued to show robust growth. Comparing Q1 2019 to Q1 2020, the total 

admissions of permanent residents grew 29% across the province. Metro Vancouver and Victoria all showed 

sizeable increases in admissions with Vancouver showing an approximate increase of 30%.  

 

 

 

Looking Forward 
 

Canada is still allowing exempt immigrants, international students, and temporary foreign workers to enter the 

country. More lenient measures were also recently announced to accommodate immigration applicants who are 

experiencing difficulties submitting their complete documentation as a result of coronavirus-related disruptions. 

 

  

Canada Q1 Comparison Q1 2019 Q1 2020 % Change
Canada 65,955 69,785 5.81%
IRCC, March 31, 2020

BC Q1 Comparison Q1 2019 Q1 2020 % Change
Vancouver 7,005 9,105 29.98%
Victoria 450 535 18.89%
Abbotsford-Mission 255 330 29.41%
Chiliwack 45 75 66.67%
BC Total 8,845 11,425
Percentage Change 29.17%
IRCC, March 31, 2020
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This disclaimer shall apply to CBRE Limited, Real Estate Brokerage, and to all other divisions of the Corporation; to include all employees and independent contractors (“CBRE”). The 
information set out herein, including, without limitation, any projections, images, opinions, assumptions and estimates obtained from third parties (the “Information”) has not been 
verified by CBRE, and CBRE does not represent, warrant or guarantee the accuracy, correctness and completeness of the Information. CBRE does not accept or assume any 
responsibility or liability, direct or consequential, for the Information or the recipient’s reliance upon the Information. The recipient of the Information should take such steps as the 
recipient may deem necessary to verify the Information prior to placing any reliance upon the Information. The Information may change, and any property described in the Information 
may be withdrawn from the market at any time without notice or obligation to the recipient from CBRE.  CBRE and the CBRE logo are the service marks of CBRE Limited and/or its 
affiliated or related companies in other countries.  All other marks displayed on this document are the property of their respective owners.  All Rights Reserved.  
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